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The Story of the Carlisle Granite Quarry 
by John Troast III 

 

 

This spring, DPW excavators relocated several 

multi-ton granite blocks from a construction site on 

Westford Street to the Carlisle Historical Society’s 

Heald House Museum, where they compose an 

outdoor “rock garden,” which the Society expects 

will be a reminder of not only some of the old 

families who settled Carlisle but one of the few sites 

of industrial activity in the Town. The project was 

the culmination of several months of planning with 

Town officials. Why was the Carlisle Historical 

Society interested in a bunch of old rocks? To the 

Society these are not just chunks of rock but 

evidence of Carlisle’s little-known yet important 

granite quarrying history. Few written records of 

this enterprise exist, but primary and secondary 

sources capture the significance of this site. The 

area referred to as the Carlisle Quarry spans the 

extent of the Town-owned lot at 1110 Westford 

Street as well as the western portion of Sorli Farm.  

 

Monuments at the North Bridge 

The earliest mention of the quarry suggests that it 

dates back to the1830s. According to Sidney A. 

Bull’s History of Carlisle, it was from this site that 

the granite for the obelisk at the Old North Bridge 

in Concord was sourced. Emerson’s famous poem 

The Concord Hymn was written for the dedication 

of this monument. According to an 1853 history of 

the Concord Masonic Lodge, the monument was 

designed by Solomon Willard of Concord and 

sculpted by James Warren Wilkins of Carlisle in 

1836.  

 

In 1875, according to Concord town records, the 

granite base of the iconic Daniel Chester French 

Minuteman statue on the other side of the bridge 

was also sourced from this quarry because the 

officials of Concord were so pleased with the 

quality and durability of the first granite monument 

at the bridge.  

 
The base of the iconic Concord Minuteman Statue, designed 

by Daniel Chester French, was made from granite sourced 

from Carlisle 

 

 

Tombstones and Towers 

In 1910, the land associated with the quarry was 

owned by the Lovering family, who supplied the 

granite for construction of the 250-foot Pilgrim  

Monument in Provincetown. When the Sorli Family 

purchased the Lovering farm, much of the quarry 

land was sold to the O’Rourke Family who used the 

granite for tombstones.  Martha Wilkins reports that 

even in the1930s the quarry was occasionally in 

operation. 



Contemporary Use 

In the 1950s, Lawrence Sorli bought back much of 

the quarry land with the exception of a half-acre 

parcel comprising the oldest section of the site. In 

1999, decades after the quarry operation had ceased, 

it was reopened to supply granite from a newer 

section of the quarry (owned by Larry Sorli) for 

construction of the United Nations Peace Garden in 

New York.  In 2008, the Town acquired the oldest 

section of the quarry (still owned at that time by the 

O'Rourke’s) via a tax-taking. In 2019, the Town of  

Carlisle announced plans to use the old quarry for 

the construction of a communications tower, a 

development that raised alarms for the author. 
 

The United Nation’s Peace Bell Garden in New York City 

incorporates granite from the old Carlisle Quarry 

 

 

John Troast III, the author of this article, is a 

Curator and a Board Member of the Carlisle 

Historical Society.  He first learned about the 

Carlisle Quarry through his research on the 

Carlisle Copper Mine, and, when he found that the 

Town planned to place a communications tower on 

the site, he became alarmed.  He recognized the 

historical importance of the site, and on behalf of 

the Society, the matter was raised at Town Meeting. 

In the months that followed, he worked with 

Communications Tower Coordinator David 

Freedman and DPW manager Gary Davis, who 

were receptive to efforts to preserve the site. Today, 

thanks to their efforts, a large section of ledge and 

the rock tailings have been preserved and the site is 

more readily visible to visitors and passersby. 

 

Rare Archival Collections 

Purchased at Auction 
 

Over the past few months, Carlisle Historical 

Society purchased two large collections of Carlisle- 

related artifacts as additions to our existing 

collections. Both new collections provide a vivid 

window into the past. 

 

Sidney Augustus Bull Collection 

The collection consists of the writings and personal 

papers of Sidney Bull. Mr. Bull was the proprietor 

of the general store (now Fern’s) during the 19th 

and early 20th century. He served the Town as 

Treasurer and Secretary and in 1920 wrote the first 

history book on Carlisle.  Among the items in the 

collection are ledgers kept during Bull’s time as 

shopkeeper.  They provide a rare window into early 

commerce in Carlisle. 

This page is from an 1889 ledger kept by Sidney Bull while 

he served as Carlisle’s Treasurer. 

 

Zebulon Spaulding Collection 

Zebulon Spaulding was one of Carlisle’s early 

settlers in the 18th Century, a resident before 

Carlisle was even a town.   He resided in a large 

home (still standing) built by his father at 1044 

Lowell Road. He also served the country as a 

Lieutenant in the Revolutionary War and our Town 

as Selectman and Treasurer. The Spaulding 

collection includes among other things 20 year’s-

worth of Tax Receipts. According to the receipts, 

Spaulding’s farm was assessed at only $1,200 in 

1804 - Oh how the times have changed! 

    John Troast III. Curator  

 

 



Society Honors 75th Anniversary of World War Two 
  

N 
This piece is an excerpt from the Carlisle Mosquito article entitled “Restoring Honor: Iconic Landmark Returns” 

which appeared in the June digital edition of the paper. The article in full can be viewed at the Mosquito’s website: 
https://www.carlislemosquito.org/index.php/search/?id=36464 

 
 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of 
World War II. Germany surrendered on May 8, 
1945, a celebration known as Victory in Europe or 
V-E Day. As the summer was ending, Japan 
surrendered formally on September 2, 1945, which 
became known as Victory in Japan Day or V-J Day.  

This Summer, the Carlisle Historical Society rebuilt the old 
World War Two Honor Roll and placed it on the common to 

commemorate the 75th Anniversary. 
 
In light of this important anniversary, there was 
renewed interest in the original World War II 
memorial and what became of it. The old Honor 
Roll may not have been as splendid as the current 
one but it was charming in its simplicity and for 
decades was the pride of our community.   
 
In 2008, the Town voted to remove the Honor Roll 
and replace it with something more stately and 
permanent – bronze plaques mounted on granite 
bases. The old Honor Rolls (consisting of two 
placards dating to 1945 and 1985) were given to the 
Carlisle Historical Society. The rotted Honor Rolls 

had literally “fallen to pieces” when they were 
removed from the Town Common.  They 
languished in the loft of the Heald Barn for 11 years 
until they were rediscovered and restored for the 
75th anniversary of World War II.  
 
Honor Roll dedication 75 years ago 
The original Honor Roll was constructed while the 
war still fresh in mind.  Many such wooden 
structures (mostly intended to be temporary) had 
sprouted up in surrounding towns and across the 
country at the end of the conflict. In 1944, even 
before the war had ended, the Carlisle Grange, an 
agricultural/fraternal organization, had proposed 
building such a memorial here. At Town Meeting, it 
was voted that a memorial “funded by public 
subscription” should be built and placed on the 
grounds of the Gleason Library.  However, the 
Library protested against this location, pointing out 
that Mrs. Gleason had stated in her bequest that no 
structures beside what already existed be placed on 
the Library’s grounds. Eventually an agreement was 
reached to erect the structure on the Town 
Common.  
 
The Memorial was officially dedicated on May 6, 
1945. The program consisted of a rendition of the 
Star-Spangled Banner by the Chelmsford High 
School Band, an invocation delivered by Reverend 
Tee of the Congregational Church, and remarks by 
Grange Master Carl Swanson. The ceremony also 
included a guest speaker, Alfred Kats, a member of 
Merrill’s Marauders who fought in India 
during World War II. The service was officially 
concluded with the Selectmen accepting the 
Memorial as a gift from the Grange and a closing 
prayer by Reverend Shepherd of the First Religious 
Society. Two days after the dedication the Germans 
surrendered.  The World War II Memorial remained 
a prominent structure on the Common for many 
decades following the war, and the names from the 
Roll were called each year on Memorial Day.  
Newly arrived residents who were veterans of the 
World War were always encouraged to have their  



names added to the Roll, though evidently this 

practice declined, since there is a 19-name 

discrepancy between the original Honor Roll and 

the current Memorial. 

 

 

Louis Rivard: Carlisle’s Only Casualty 

Surprisingly, while 60 people from Carlisle served  

in the World War, only one died in service. His 

name was Louis Rivard.  He had lived at St. 

Vincent’s Orphanage in Lowell until his teenage 

years when he was adopted by the Robert 

McAllister family of North Road. Later, he lived 

with the Kierstead family of East Street. He 

attended Billerica High School but left in 1940 to 

join the Civilian Conservation Corps. Later he 

joined the Merchant Marine where he served in the 

Far East and Asian Theater during the war. He 

returned to Banana River, Florida where he became 

a flight radio operator. On November 11, 1942, 

Rivard’s crew of seven departed on a training 

exercise and were never seen again. A lengthy 

search found no trace of the crew nor any wreckage 

of the plane. A funeral service for Rivard was held 

at the base where he had been stationed in Florida. 

His name is marked by a gold star on the old Honor 

Roll. 

 

 
Right above:  Louis Rivard of North Road was the only 

service member from Carlisle who lost his life in the Second 

World War (Photo donated by Barbara Culkins, 2019). 

 

 

Right below: The funeral service for Rivard at his base in 

Florida in 1942. 

 

Open Houses Third Sunday of Each 

Month 
The Governor’s directives currently restrict 

indoor gatherings to ten or fewer people, all 

wearing masks and respecting social 

distancing.  Since it is difficult to maintain 

distance in the Museum of Heald House, we 

have concluded that we cannot open this area 

to visitors.  However, there are exhibits 

outside and in the barn where the directives 

can be met.  We hope you will come by. 

Donate an Artifact 
 

The Historical Society’s principal mission is 

gathering and sharing records and artifacts that 

illustrate the history of our Town and its 

residents.  Do you have an item related to 

Carlisle’s past, or do you have an item related 

to a Carlisle resident or family?  We are 

looking for such items (ordinary or 

extraordinary) to add to our collections.  If you 

have something to donate, please contact John 

Troast III, Curator. 



Carlisle Celebrates the Centennial of Women’s Suffrage 
by John Troast III 

 

One hundred years ago this August, Tennessee was 

the 36th state to ratify the 19th Amendment to the 

United States Constitution, thus satisfying the 

requirement that amendments be approved by three 

quarters of the 48 states and granting women the 

right to vote throughout the nation.  Massachusetts 

had allowed suffrage at a statewide level beginning 

in 1919, and many Carlisle residents were involved 

in lobbying for the cause. 

This poster, on display in the Museum, was carried by the 

Carlisle’s suffragists in demonstrations on the Carlisle 

Common in 1919 

 

Suffrage Movement in Carlisle 

Mary Green, Edna Currier, Elizabeth Chamberlin, 

and other activists carried posters on the Common 

throughout Election Day, asking for the vote. 

Elizabeth Robbins Berry, considered one of 

America’s most influential women as a noted author 

and historian, was highly supportive of the cause. 

She was also a close personal friend of Red Cross 

founder, Clara Barton. 

 

Like many towns Carlisle was not immune to 

opposition to the Suffragist movement. A pamphlet 

recently found in a time capsule secreted in a wall at 

a home near the First Religious Society apparently 

circulated around town in 1915, warning of the 

serious dangers of allowing women to vote.  

 

First Women in Town Government  

Mary Green, the Suffragist mentioned above, also 

had the distinction of having been the first woman 

in Carlisle to serve in an elected office. She was a 

teacher, educated at Mt. Holyoke, and in 1894, the 

first year in which women in Carlisle were allowed 

to vote, she was elected to the School Committee. 

She also served as the first Director of the Gleason 

Library.  

 

Shortly after the passage of the 20th amendment, a 

number of other Carlisle women gained a variety of 

important positions in Town government. Jennie 

Fisk served as Town Treasurer, Ruth Wilkins as 

Town Clerk, and Anna Barrett as Town Tax 

Assessor. Ms. Fisk is quoted in the Lowell Sun, 

saying that she ran for Treasurer herself because she 

“was afraid she would have to do all the work if her 

[husband] was elected.” 

 

Suffrage Commemoration Celebration 

On August 18th of this year Carlisle residents 

gathered on the Town Green to commemorate the 

19th Amendment’s ratification. The significance of 

honoring this milestone in the same spot where 

Carlisle’s Suffragists agitated for the right to vote a 

century ago was not lost on anyone. The event was 

organized by the Suffrage 100 Carlisle and was 

sponsored in part by the Carlisle Historical Society. 

 

Special Thanks for Non-Monetary 

Donations to the Society 
Adams and Beasley Associates 

Carlisle Congregational Church 

Carlisle Department of Public Works’ 

Carlisle Poppy Project 

Suffrage 100 Carlisle 



 

 

 

 

 

Carlisle residents in period attire gathered on the Common this August to celebrate the Centennial of 

Women’s Suffrage.  (Photo courtesy the Carlisle Mosquito) 

 
Help Document Carlisle during 

the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

While contemporary times do not feel like 

history, the present soon becomes the past, and 

those in the future will surely look back on the 

time of the Pandemic as a historically 

important period.  With that in mind, the 

Society is planning to establish a collection of 

documents, photos, recordings, and artifacts 

that will make the memory of the Pandemic 

and its impact on the Town vivid for those 

who come after us.  If you have anything 

along these lines to provide to the collection, 

please get in touch with an officer or member 

of the Board 

Officers and Directors 

of the Society 
 

Phil Drew………………..…………President 

Jack Troast……………..……..Vice President 

Dana Booth……………..…………..Secretary 

Jim Bohn……………..…………......Treasurer 

 

Members of the Board of Directors: 

Carl Andreassen 

Carolyn Berry Copp 

Charlie Forsberg, President Emeritus 

Kathy Keller 

John Lee 

John Troast, Curator 

Larry Sorli, Architectural Advisor 



OUR GENEROUS DONORS DURING THE PAST YEAR 
 

This list includes not only financial donors but also donors of historical artifacts that have become temporary 

or permanent parts of our collections.  We are grateful to all donors for their generosity and good will. 
 

 

Heather and Clayton Abrams 

Norm Abram and Elise Hauenstein 

Nancy and Brian Anderson 

Ralph and Jane Anderson 

Carl Andreassen 

Charles Bagnaschi 

Edmond E. Bates, Jr. 

Jean Q. Bates 

Geoffrey and Martha Bentley 

David and Barbara Boardman 

Susan and Roy Bondurant 

Dana Booth 

The Bunce Family 

Jennifer Bush 

Jim and Donna Carter 

Carol Casselman 

Ron and Lynn Chaput 

Mary and Richard Cheever 

Bob and Phyllis Clarke 

CMMTC, Inc. 

Gail E.Collins 

William J. Cooney III 

Barry and Carolyn Copp 

Rob Coughlin 

Sally Coulter 

Charles and Carol Cox 

Barbara Culkins 

Eric and Margaret Darling 

Angelo and Lillian DeBenedictis 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert DiBiase 

Philip Drew 

Murray and Kay Edelberg 

Neal and Audrey Emmer 

Susan and Donald Emmons 

Marjorie M. Findlay and 

       Geoffrey T. Freeman 

The Fine Family 

Jeffrey and Nancie Fernandez 

Anastasia and Antonios Fidanos 

David R. Flannery 

Nancy and Tim Fohl 

Charlie and Joanne Forsberg 

David Freedman 

Philip and Peg Gladstone 

Sarah and Robert Goldsmith 

Lillian Gose 

Beverly Guyer 

Alice M. Hardy 

 

Heidi and Vaughn Harring 

Sarah and David Hart 

Nancy Hartle and Steve Tobin 

Frederic Halstrom 

Sally Hayen 

Health is Wealth Foundation 

Eva Herndon 

Ned and Nancy Herter 

Roy and Helen Herold 

Asena and Conrad Hertz 

Higher Consciousness Consulting 

Bob and Peggy Hilton 

Richard Hisey 

S.K. Ho 

Charles C. Holleman 

Ted and Sue Hollingsworth 

Ernie and Ellen Huber 

David C. Ives 

Estelle Keast 

Jasper Keller 

Kathy Keller 

Anne and Richard Ketchen 

Dave King 

Kerry and Janice Kissinger 

Linda and Jim Kistler 

Bob and Marylou Koning 

Albert and Esther Krapf 

Nancy P. Kronenberg 

Nancy Kuziemski 

Phyllis and Tim Landers 

Pat Laskey 

John and Annette Lee 

Jerome Lerman 

Alan and Barbara Lewis 

Roger and Madeline Ling 

Susan and Michael Lohrer 

Ilse Lohrer 

Liz and Steve Loutrel 

Frederick Lovejoy, Jr. 

Janet Lovejoy 

Helen and John Lyons 

Bob Macauley 

Yvonne T. MacCormack 

Jim Miller and Jill Henderson 

Ginny Mills 

Bonnie Miskolczy 

Ken and Michelle Mostello 

Hannelore Munsen 

 

Anita L. Murphy 

Austin C. Newman 

Cindy and John Nock 

John and Joan Patterson 

Ken Pedersen 

Ben and Jodie Perry 

Roddy and Diane Powers 

John Putnam 

Kim and Tom Ratcliffe 

David and Florence Reed 

Beth Reiman 

Fontaine K. Richardson 

Pamela K. Roles 

Ed and Cynthia Rolfe 

Betty Ann and Ed Saef 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Sandwen 

Savoyard Light Opera Company 

Cynthia S. D. Schweppe 

Brigitte I. Senkler 

Richard and Carolyn Shohet 

Sylvia Sillers 

Angela and Dana Smith 

Edward H. Sonn 

Lawrence A. Sorli 

Brian and Molly Sorrows 

Warren A. Spence 

James Steele 

Carolyn and Eric Stein 

Bruce and Sonya Stevenson 

Tom and Martha Svatek 

Martha Talbot and Russell Dion 

Grace Tilton 

Jack Troast, Regina Walsh Troast 

      and John Troast 

Gary Vilchick 

Gail Donovan Waitkunas 

Cathi Webster 

Steven and Joanne Wentzell 

Jonathan and Marc Wey 

Harald and Elizabeth Wilhelmson 

Deborah Williams 

Jane and Bert Williams 

Ann and Ed Wirtanen 

The Zhang Family 

Six Yvonne T. MacCormack 

Yvonne T. MacCormack 

 Four anonymous donors
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Carlisle Historical Society 

Annual Meeting and Lecture 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at 7:00 pm 

Via Zoom* 
 

After a short business meeting to elect Officers and Members of the Board and to carry out 

any other business that may come before the membership, our fellow citizen 

 

Frank Rigg 

 

will speak about Paul Revere, his ride, his other activities and accomplishments, and his 

connection with the Hooper Copper Mine here in Carlisle 

 

The meeting is open to the public 

 

*Anyone interested in attending should send a request for the link to connect to the meeting 

to Phil Drew, President of the Society, at any time prior to the meeting: 

by email: phildrew@live.com 

or by phone: 978-369-9276 (leave a message with your email address) 
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