
 

Carlisle Historical Society 
Newsletter 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Echoes from a Wedding in 1653 
 
Among the items on display in the Historical 
Society’s Museum on Concord Street is a remnant 
of a wedding dress worn by Elizabeth Willard for 
her marriage to Robert Blood on April 8, 1653.  
Until this past fall it lay largely unremarked, 
although it is almost surely the oldest man-made 
artifact in the collections (with the exception of a 
number of arrowheads found along the Concord 
River).  But one day last October a passerby 
stopped at the Museum and asked about the 
wedding dress.   
 
She was Trelva Schuck, a visitor from Idaho, who 
had been to the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society on Newbury Street in Boston, where she 
found a photo of her great-great- [perhaps 12 greats] 
grandmother’s wedding dress, the photo ascribed to 
the “courtesy of the Carlisle Historical Society.”  
The Genealogical Society’s records said that the 
item resided in Gleason Library, and Ms. Schuck 
was on her way there when she happened to see the 
sign of the Carlisle Historical Society.  She stopped, 
and, though the Museum was closed, she found me 
pottering about with painting the house.  Without 
much ado we found the desired remnant, preserved 
between two panes of glass with a detailed type-
written description of its provenance up until it was 
given to the Town sometime ago.  Upon seeing it,  
Ms. Schuck wept --  to think that she was holding a 
scrap of cloth that had once adorned the figure of a 
direct ancestor on her wedding day 360 years -- 
some 16 generations -- before. 

The donor, Caroline Elizabeth (Robbins) Berry, 
provided an account of the cloth, writing that 
Elizabeth Willard was the daughter of Major Simon 
Willard, one of the founders of Concord, and his 
first wife, Mary Sharpe.  Ms. Berry went on to say: 
 
The Willards and Bloods were wealthy people for 
that day.  Tradition says that the silk for this dress 
came from England and cost a guinea a yard.  It is 
said to have been worn by four generations of 
brides.  However that may be, it is certain that it 
descended through four generations to Elizabeth 
Heald Lakin, who treasured it for many years.  She 
finally allowed her granddaughter, Mary Hunt 
Robbins, a leading contralto in Father Kemp’s 
Concert Company, to wear it on concert work, 
which she did until it literally dropped to pieces.  
Mary Robbins Andrews, as she became later, gave 
this scrap to her niece, Elizabeth Robbins Berry, by 
whom it is donated to the Town of Carlisle. 
 
Robert Blood was one of the proprietors of the 
Blood’s Farms, now a part of Carlisle.  Robert and 
Elizabeth were the parents of ten children. 
 
It is, as they say, a small world.  And it is gratifying 
to members of the Carlisle Historical Society that 
items entrusted to its care should be able to evoke 
such heartfelt sentiments as that scrap of cloth did 
for Ms. Schuck. 
 
      --Phil Drew 
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