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Carlisle’s Cynthia and Charles Schweppe Speak at Annual Meeting 
 

Cynthia Schweppe and her librarian son Charles 
were the featured speakers at the Carlisle Historical 
Society’s Annual Meeting in the Hollis Room at the 
Library on December 1, 2014.  Members of the 
Society and the public were cordially invited to 
attend.  Their talk centered on Sarah Parker, a 
resident of Littleton at the time of the Civil War.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
the 33rd Massachusetts Volunteers in 1862.  During 
the next three years she corresponded with her 
relations, receiving in all some 116 letters from her 
brother and others. 

As everyone who has ever read about the Civil War 
knows, it was a cruel and bloody confrontation.  
Waldo was wounded at the Battle of Gettysburg and 
spent the next five months in a hospital near 
Philadelphia.  He came home on furlough for 
Thanksgiving in 1863, only to learn that his cousin 
George had been wounded in the Battle of 
Wautatchie and had died of his wounds a week 
later.  William was wounded at the Battle of Dallas 
and never returned to his regiment.  After further 
convalescence Waldo returned to his unit and then 
was killed at the Battle of Kulp’s Farm on 
Kennesaw Mountain. 
 
One can imagine the shock and grief that a young 
woman in Littleton felt for the three that went off to 
war, all of whom suffered severe wounds and only 
one of whom returned alive.  No doubt moved by 
the depth of these tragic events, Sarah kept all the 
letters, and they have been inherited by Cynthia.  
She and Charles are in the process of transcribing 
and editing the letters and researching the lives of 
those mentioned in them.  They will bring to the 
talk not only copies of the letters but also maps, 
photos, memoirs and military reports that 
complement the letters.  We are fortunate indeed to 
have the opportunity to hear what these letters 
contain, to learn more about the events on the 
battlefields of the Civil War and their effects on the 
men who fought there and on the family at home, 
most especially on a young woman who came to 
maturity in those parlous times. 
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Cynthia is the 
great-grand-
daughter of Sarah.  
She was just 16 
when her brother, 
Ralph Waldo 
Parker, her 
brother-in-law, 
William Turner, 
and a cousin, 
GeorgeWhitcomb 
(as well as many 
others, including, 
as we know, eight 
men from Carlisle) 
were mustered 
into 
  

Sara Parker Watts in Sarah Parker Watts in 
her twenties (Courtesy 
of Sarah Parker Watts 

Collection) 



 


